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Inspired Philanthropy — Why We Give

WHAT MAKES A GIFT EFFECTIVE? Every person has a unique answer to that
question. However, some themes would be common: the cause is meaningful, the
purpose of the gift is intentional, and the investment creates tangible change.

How we give is not just a reflection of our values, it is the living expression of who
we are. We start by envisioning a better world and our philanthropic contribution
is our commitment to building it. A donation is putting intention into action.

During our annual Community Giving Campaign, Community Shares
encourages donors to designate gifts to the charities and causes they care about
most. A donor makes a meaningful gift reflecting their interests and values,
the donation is intentionally designated to a charity or cause, and the recipient
nonprofit organization works to create change.

Community Shares includes over 100 member nonprofit organizations dedicated
to improving health and well-being, conserving Colorado’s environment, working
for a just society, promoting animal welfare, and fostering cultural understanding
and the arts. Each organization has a unique mission, innovative service delivery,
and has a proven history of turning investment into achievement.

In 2006, Community Shares celebrated 20 years of inspiring philanthropy.
This year, we are celebrating our community of inspired philanthropists.
WE ARE CELEBRATING YOU.

We believe a philanthropist is not defined by the amount of the gift but by the
inspiration that motivates it. We ask you to consider what you find meaningful,
the intention behind your gifts, and how you envision a better world. After you
examine why you give, you will find it easier to choose recipients and appreciate
how your donations are being used.

This newsletter explores how people identify as philanthropists, what motivates

a company to act as a corporate citizen, and offers small steps toward making
inspired changes. We also introduce our new project, My Colorado™, which will
welcome new, young donors into our community of giving.

Thank you for choosing Community Shares as your partner in philanthropy. Please
take the time to complete the included sheet and share the story of when you first
felt like a philanthropist. Hopefully it will remind you of how exciting it feels to
make a difference. WHAT MAKES A GIFT EFFECTIVE? INSPIRED PHILANTHROPY.




Inspired Donor Spotlight

phi-lan-thro-pist: noun; 1.0ne
who actively promotes human
well-being. 2. Martha Perez

Martha Perez was one of two Frontier Airlines Fly-Away
Give-Away winners from the 2006 Community Shares Community
Giving Campaign. She entered the drawing through the Boulder
County Government giving campaign.

Tell the story of the first time you felt
like a philanthropist.

| became involved with the Boulder County TANF/Work
First & Welfare-to-Work Program as a hilingual mentor
in 2002. In this capacity, | had the opportunity to
provide support and encouragement to Latina women in
their transition from welfare to self-sufficiency. | believe
that being a mentor gave me the opportunity to listen
and share with others personal experiences that would
benefit and help them to become productive members
of our society. It was through this personal experience
that I learned what it meant to be a philanthropist.

You give to El Centro Su Teatro

and Centro Humanitario para Los
Trabajadores- Why do you support those
2 nonprofits? What makes them unique?
The reason that | support EI Centro Su Teatro is

hecause | believe that outside of language, another
way to preserve our culture is through the arts. As El

Inspired Philanthropy

Step - Celebrate Success

In March, Community Shares received the National
Alliance for Choice in Giving's (NACG) 2007 Innovation

and Excellence Award. NACG is a community of local,
state, and national workplace giving funds working
together to advance social justice, environmental

Centro Su Teatro's mission states “Art and culture are
important to a community’s survival and strength.”

| chose this organization because it provides its
community with a history of their cultural heritage
through theater, music, and visual art and provides
other educational services to our youth. What makes
this organization unique is that it provides Mexican-
American “Chicanos” with a strong sense of self-
identity because of the types of programs it provides
its community.

| also supported Centro Humanitario para Los
Trabajadores as a result of a lecture | had in my
Chicano Community class at Metro State. From

this lecture | learned about the types of services
Centro Humanitario provides Denver's immigrant day
laborers- which is protecting their human rights. | also
believe this organization is unique because it provides
immigrant day laborers with programs that will help
them assimilate into the American society.

Do you have a favorite place where
you volunteer?

In January 2003, | became involved at my church’s
food closet (His Hands Ministries) to help families

in our community with their needs and to offer

my guidance to them in their times of trouble. The
important aspect of this is that not only do we provide
the community with food but also with the word of
Lord, which is very important in my personal life
hecause it feeds my mind, spirit and soul.

If you could envision a better world,
what would it look like?

My ideal vision of a better world would be one that
there would be no discrimination. One in which every
individual could be their own person and not have to
worry about the negative attitudes or behaviors of
others.

What does the word “philanthropist”
mean to you?

An unconditional gift or service to others.

protection, peace, human welfare, and human rights.
The mission of NACG is to serve as a voice for
charitable choice in the workplace and to increase
the capacity of workplace giving organizations. This
award was an especially meaningful honor because of
NACG's commitment to inclusive, ethical, and efficient
workplace giving campaigns.

Our New Project,
My Colorado~ —
Engaging Tomorrow’s
Donors Today

A question often asked in the nonprofit
community is, “Why aren't young
people giving to charity?” We believe a
better question is, “How can we do a
better job asking young people to give?”

Community Shares is launching a new
project, My Colorado™, to move our
incremental giving model outside of
the workplace and into the lives of
young donors. My Colorado engages
tomorrow’s donors today by inspiring
thoughtful community investment and
leadership in Colorado’s next generation
of philanthropists. The program
balances face-to-face information
sessions and online efficiency.

Studies show young people are more
conscious of philanthropy and its

role in commerce and society and are
talking to each other -especially online-
more than ever before. Responding

to this information, we are harnessing
the internet’s role as a social and
information hub to promote personal
philanthropy.

Community Shares is building a My
Colorado website that will be home to
an online philanthropy network. The
site will lay out a variety of ways to get
involved, let the participant pick and
choose options that resonate, and allow
the participant to ask friends to join

a “Giving Circle” network and track
shared community investment.

Participants will be asked to utilize the
RIPPLE program to guide their giving.



RESPOND - My Colorado™ is a call
to action for young people.

INVEST - Commit to one year of
consistent, core operating support to
the charity or cause of choice. Sign-up
for an Automatic Giving Plan (AGP)
and make a monthly $25 contribution
to a designated charity directly from
your checking account.

PLAN - Create a three year Personal
Philanthropy Plan. Begin by evaluating
interests and pinpointing issues,
consider service delivery and issues
advocacy in choosing recipient
nonprofit organization, and build a

Inspired Worksite Spotlight -

Exclusive Resorts offers its members unprecedented
access to a portfolio of hundreds of the finest luxury
vacation residences in dozens of the world’s most
desirable destinations. In 2006, Exclusive Resorts
launched its initial employee charitable giving
campaign and contributed over $7,000 to Colorado
nonprofits.

Was there a key moment when Exclusive
Resorts decided to become a “corporate
citizen”?

Co-founders Brent and Brad Handler were born

and raised in Denver and have strong ties to the
community. They have always felt strongly about being
a good corporate neighbor and continually put a great
deal of emphasis on giving back to the city that has
given them so much,

Does Exclusive Resorts have guiding
principles it uses while making
philanthropic decisions?

In the fall of 2005, the employees of Exclusive Resorts
formed a formal philanthropic committee. Within a few
short months, the committee was involved in a variety
of projects with overwhelming participation from
Exclusive Resorts employees. The committee quickly
learned that many staff members felt very passionately
about supporting an array of community organizations
and having projects in which they could actively
participate in addition to having their own personal

“philanthropic roadmap” with “mile-
markers” to guide your course and
assess progress.

PARTICIPATE - Community Shares
is teaming with local volunteerism,
leadership, and training programs

to offer easy access to participation
opportunities across Colorado.

LEAD - Join an advisory board or

board of directors. Community

Shares is collaborating with local
groups providing board development
programs to offer a unique training and
placement portal for young, first-time
board candidates. We will also give you

Exclusive Resorts

charitable giving commitments. With that in mind,

in 2006 the committee decided it was important to
support numerous charities throughout the year rather
than simply support one major charity. The group
continually solicits ideas from the employees about
what projects and organizations they should support
and works to provide employees with a diverse range
of volunteer and philanthropic opportunities throughout
the year.

Why did Exclusive Resorts decide
to offer a Community Shares giving
campaign?

When an Exclusive Resorts employee first learned
about Community Shares, he thought it would be an
excellent fit for the company’s employees because of
the multitude of organizations that the fund supports.
After talking to the committee about this giving
opportunity, it was unanimously agreed that the
Community Shares campaign would be the perfect way
for employees to have choice and flexibility in their
charitable giving.

How would Exclusive Resorts define the
word, “philanthropist™?

A philanthropist is someone who strives to increase the
welfare, safety, and happiness of another person. At
Exclusive Resorts we place a significant value on the
lives and well-being of those in the Denver community.

the tools to move through your career
promoting thoughtful community
investment using our “Corporate
Citizen Guide”.

EXPAND - Invite people to join the

My Colorado project by creating a
“Giving Circle”. Our website will track
the impact of your shared community
giving.

My Colorado is scheduled to launch
September 1, 2007. If you would like
more information about the project,
please email mycolorado@cshares.org.

Lindsay Prime and Sean Kelly sign up for the WE DID! Giviing Circle.
(Pictured below.)

I ,
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Step - Welcome Collaboration

In developing the My Colorado™ project, we intentionally
fostered an atmosphere of recognizing shared goals. Through
collaboration, we will build an inclusive program and avoid
duplication of services. Program partners include:

Metro Volunteers

Denver Young Nonprofit Professionals Network

Denver Foundation’s Expanding Nonprofit
Inclusivity Initiative

Community Resource Center

Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce,
Impact Denver program

Colorado Black Chamber of Commerce,
Chamber Connect Program

Social Venture Partners Denver

Young Philanthropists Foundation

The Gay and Lesbian Fund

Kroenke Sports Enterprises

JVA Consulting

Johnston Wells Public Relations

We believe collaboration leads to efficiency, innovation
and comprehensive solutions.
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CommunityShares

Your Check. Your Charity. Your Colorado.

1536 Wynkoop Street, Suite 202 | Denver, CO 80202
(303) 861-7507 | www.cshares.org

SAVE THE DATE!

Community Shares 2007 Summer Celebration.
Wednesday, June 13, 2007 at 6:00 pm at Belmar
Event Center, 405 S. Teller Street in Lakewood,
Colorado. Ticket prices start at $30 per guest and
corporate sponsorships are still available. Watch future
Community Shares e-newsletters for more details, or
contact Mary Snyders at 303-861-7507 or mary@
cshares.org. We look forward to celebrating with you!

phi-lan-thro-pist: noun;
1. One who actively promotes
human well-being. 2. You

Inspired Philanthropy
Step - Make Small Changes

Our newsletter, Community Press, has dropped from 8
pages to 4 pages. We made this decision so we could
make a cost-effective and eco-friendly switch to using
recycled paper for the publication. We encourage you

to visit our website, www.cshares.org, to find additional
information, read our blog for up-to-date news from
Community Shares, and discover projects and events
hosted by our member agencies. You are always
welcome to give us a call and come by our office to talk
in person.

2007 Community Shares Board of Directors

Denise McMahan - President
CausePlanet.org

Lisa Pedersen - Vice President
Humane Society of Boulder Valley

Suzanne Bruce - Secretary
Planned Parenthood of the RM

Beth Carter Lyford - Treasurer
ING Security Life

Patricia S. Bow
BOW, Ltd

Amy Boymel
Colorado Public Radio

Marsha Caplan
Voices for Children

Sam Cole
Community Volunteer

Terrell Curtis
The Gathering Place

Mindy Davidson
Project Angel Heart

Paul Dunne
Inner City Health Center

Stephen Edmonds
Hospice of Metro Denver

Mark Fenton
First National Bank of Colorado

Rich Jones
Elevations Credit Union

Heather Lafferty
Habitat for Humanity of Metro Denver

David Lack
Clinica Tepeyac

Thomas “TJ” Maxfield
Firehouse Ventures

Lisa Merlino
Invest in Kids

Erik Porter
Data393

Greg Trainor
Exeter Holdings, Ltd.

Gretchen Van Noy
Daniels Fund

Paul White, Esquire
NREL
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Community Shares Staff

Jesse Wolff
CEO

Alyssa Kopf
Deputy Director

Mary Snyders
Development Director

Marty Kennedy
Finance Director

Kyle Backlund
Operations Director

Beth Kaspar
Administrative Assistant

Celebrating Colorado’s Inspired Philanthropists.



